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Until now there is no real aquaculture for the Atlantic Bluefin Tuna in the Mediterranean.
The present strategy of Atlantic Bluefin Tuna fisheries is to catch live and mature fish during
their spawning migration, separate them into large net pens, tow them near the shore and fat
them for several month until they get slaughtered. Mostly the fish caught have not spawned
yet and do not start to spawn naturally during the fattening process. Due to these facts the
actual way of tuna farming is not sustainable and supports the depression of the stocks.
Within the EU-funded DOTT, REPRODOTT, SELFDOTT and TRANSDOTT projects as
well as in the Italian ALLOTUNA project the first European reproduction successes were
achieved with assistance of TunaTech scientists. The ultimate aim of these projects was to
replace wild caught fish with fish out of sustainable aquaculture which is still the main target
TUNATECH. At the present time the company is involved in the planning and building of a
large scale Tuna Propagation Facility in Egypt on the Mediterranean coast and in a pilot
BFT restocking facility in Malta.

Introduction:

The the partners for this tender are
composed of two SMEs, one government
Institute, and one University Institute who
have at least 15 years experience or more
on working with the Atlantic bluefin tuna.
They have been partners in numerous
European commission funded sampling
programs and represent one of the most
competent consortia for biological sampling.
They have decided to tender for a specific
geographical area i.e. Malta with the leg
sampling from a specified fish farm. It should
be noted that Malta provides over 33% of
the ranch fish in the ICCAT Quota. With this
in mind the following tender has been put
together as a proposal
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