
Aquaculture Boot Camp (ABC): 
An innovative training process to enhance new aquafarmer success

INNOVATIVE APPROACH
3-I Levels

Intensive: In-depth level involving a year-long hands-
on training and mentoring program
Intermediate: Mid-level involving participation in a

variety of learning activities
Introductory: General level where sharing of
information is the goal

3 Areas
General aquaculture
Aquaponics
Related business & marketing

3 Types
Hands-on
Classroom/mentoring
Internet/webinar

ACHIEVEMENTS & IMPACTS

Intensive: 50 students recruited and 40 graduated
Intermediate: 762 students trained
Introductory: 3,119 people involved and gained

knowledge
18 participants received mentored internships
24 new businesses/farms created

SPECIAL AUDIENCE
Beginning and new aquaculture/Aquaponic farmers with

less than 10 years of any farming experience
Other new farmers attempting to diversify their existing

farming enterprise
Potential future aquaculture farmers: students and those

without a family farming history
Educators and others who influence the farming decisions

made by potential fish farmers

105 limited resource fish farmers and aquaponic
producers were trained through the Intensive program

849 new and beginning farmers gained knowledge of
aquaculture & aquaponic production by participating in
Intermediate workshops.

3,573 participants gained new knowledge by
accessing ABC Introductory tools

21 new businesses/farms have been created
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Deliver intensive classroom courses and on-farm
practice to new aquaculture/aquaponic and limited
resource farmers through ABC Intensive training.

Provide extensive classroom courses and on-farm
practice mentoring to an additional new and limited
resource aqua-farmers through ABC Intermediate
workshops

Provide support and training to all the target audiences
through ABC Introductory tools

Establish an Aquaculture/Aquaponic Internship
Program to mentor new and limited farmers in the
Midwest

Provide mentoring leadership and guidance for new
and limited resource aqua-farmers through ABC–OAA
magazine and newsletters

OBJECTIVES

What are the ABC1 graduates doing now?
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ACTVITIES

ABC-3 Progress 
3 states – Ohio, Kentucky and West Virginia.
48 qualified students have been recruited into ABC-3

intensive program in Ohio and Kentucky
210 new and beginning farmers gained knowledge of

aquaculture & aquaponic production by participating in
Intermediate workshops.

~1000 participants gained new knowledge by
accessing ABC Introductory tools

12 aquaponics systems have been established by
participants through this program.
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